[Mortality due to Chagas disease in São Paulo State (Brazil): subsidy for the planning of chagasic patient care].
In order to estimate the size of the population with Chagas' disease, an essential parameter for the establishment of an adequate health care policy for this group of patients, data from 1,646 death certificates from the "Fundação Sistema Estadual de Análises de Dados" in which Chagas' disease was mentioned in the State of S. Paulo in 1987 were examined. The population under study comprised adults between 15 and 70 years of age. Objectives also included the determination of Proportional Mortality, Potentially Lost Years of Life and regional distribution of the events in the counties of the State of S. Paulo. Chagas disease accounted for 0.9% of the totality of the causes of death, Proportional Mortality was 1.2% and the proportional participation of Chagas' disease in the Potentially Lost Years of Life was 1.1%. Corresponding data for Ischemic Heart Disease were, 4.0% and 1.2%. 20.8% of the deaths occurred in counties other than the county of residence, the indexes of evasion varying from 17.8% to 29.1% for different regions. Males (22.8%) more often than females (17.4%) died outside their county of residence. The largest number of deaths occurred in the metropolitan area of S. Paulo, although Ribeirão Preto county presented the highest mortality indexes.